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THE INFESTATION BLUEBIRDS’ NESTS 
PROTOCALLIPHORA 


CHARLES JOHNSON 
BOSTON SOCTETY NATURAL HISTORY 


Two nests the Bluebird infested the 
Shannon and have come under observation 
during the past summer. The first nest was received from 
Mr. Higgins, Rock, Mass. The day the 
shipped (July and the following day were exceedingly 
warm, and the nest, having been packed tight tin box, 
heated transit and the larve were was afraid the 
were also injured, but twenty-four flies emerged, July 
were dead and seventeen 
dead this made total 154 Protocalliphora that had 
been living the There were also (all dead) thirty-two 
muscid probably the stable fly, 
ulans), that undoubtedly lived the nest scavengers. 

This large number blood-sucking larvz one nest seemed 
unusual that Mr. Higgins for more particulars, 
and, letter dated August 6th, says: the Bluebird’s 
nest which sent you was the content one box only. There 
was brood five youngsters, three which matured rapidly 
the other two were weaker, and when went band them, 
those two were all that were left the have seen all 
five since with the old 

From the seventeen that were parasitized the small 
there emerged August and 3d, one hundred and 
eleven, the 4th, sixty-eight, and the 5th, twenty-three, 
totalof 202 parasites, about twelve each pupa. Specimens 
were sent the United States National Museum and deter- 

The second nest was taken Mr. Smith Needham, 
Mass. This nest contained thirty-three from which 
emerged twenty-one flies (August eight were dead 
and four parasitized the above there also 
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issued from the pest one stable and 
twenty-two small flies, Desmometopia latipes both 
which probably only scavengers. 

Our observations are not sufficient really show how 
seriously nestling birds are blood-sucking 
Their habit usually hiding the nest during the 
day and the bird accounts for 
their not being more generally observed ornithologists. 

Henshaw! was the trst record this fly this State. 
Two successive broods Bluebirds were infested Wellesley 
Hills, which seven the nestling birds were 
Albert Contant® made study this fly from the nest 
the common Crow Ithaca, New has 
written some interesting papers the prevalence and habits 
these flies the Pacifie states that five 
ten per cent the birds die from these parasites, 
while others are weakened the loss blood 
fall easy prey rapacious animals. 

the above-mentioned papers the species were referred 
the European species and later 
species are and their here 
splendida shows considerable 
variation, and the species based atypical 
the specimers thus far obtained 
the form having the males and females the same dark- 
blue color, although typical female splendida are taken the 
reared from found the nest the Brown Thrasher. 
The form sialia has been reared from found the nest 
the Robin, splendida from the Barn Wwallow (see 
Harry Woods this Bulletin, vol. 12, Mr. 
Smith has also found the Tree 
apparently the this this nest the nestlings 
were dead. 

greatly indebted Higgins and Smith for 
their kindness obtaining the Bluebird’s nests for and 
trust that hereafter those interested birds and bird-banding 
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will observe more closely the condition nestling 
any infestation noticed, should very glad obtain the 
old nests and the and associated therewith, 
better knowledge the injury done birds these blood- 
sucking most important. 


BANDING YELLOW WARBLERS NOVA 
TUFTS 


Yellow Warblers pair which nested 

May that female Yellow Warbler built 
crimson rambler rose bush the west side 
house. June 28th, the day the left the 
was close attendance and immediately the little 
chaps from their various hiding places about the shrubbery 
and banded them (Nos. was then 
made snap-shot the parent bird birds, 
and the young were retained hand while sat the 
about ten feet from the recently vacated nest, and within 
proper range the camera. The female was evidence 
practically every moment with food her bill, but despite 
the plaintive food calls which the young were constantly emit- 
ting, she would not come nearer than eight ten feet and kept 
frantically attempting induce her family leave hand 
and follow attempts failing, she would finally, 
desperation, swallow the food and fly off for more, 
returning almost immediately repeat the drama. 

the midst this performance the male alighted 
noticed that was carrying small green canker-worm his 
bill, and when had finished his brief song dropped the 
edge the nest and peered inside, evidently surprised find 
empty. 

the first chirp from one the young flew directly 
from the nest toward and astonishment settled 
hand and deliberately proceeded feed two the babies 
with the worm, which had still kept his beak. 
accomplished, paused before taking flight and calmly wiped 
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his bill, both sides, thumb. During this episode the 
female continued fluttering about, simulating broken wing 
and general distress, all which the male absolutely 
ignored. about minutes returned the wire 
with another mouthful, sang and immediately dropped directly 
hand, this time feeding the other two. showed 
absolute unconcern for returning 
intervals all through the morning, apparently taking the 
unusual matter course, while his spouse 
continued display hysterical dissatisfaction with the whole 
proceedings. Several photographs the male were taken 
during the feedings. transferred the young the toes 
shoes later on—two each foot,—where they settled 
down with every appearance contentment, continuing 
take food with evident every visit from their 
parent. 

The next problem was how capture the adults for banding. 

“pull-string was ararnged, the young being placed 
under full view, with the result that the next feeding 
visit the male was secured and promptly banded with No. 
8396A. How catch the temperamental mother 
other matter. She kept fluttering about the vicinity the 
trap, eagerly trying induce her offspring out 
from which they kept spasmodically attempting 
do, keeping busy replacing them. Luck, however, pres- 
ently favored where strategy had failed; for she flew 
aceident through the open door the sun-porch, where 
she was readily captured against the glass and banded with 
No. 

About May 15th the current year (1926) pair Yellow 
Warblers appeared our garden, and June 6th the female 
had completed her nest climbing rose few feet from 
last year’s site. Close inspection revealed the disappointing 
fact that she had band. few days later, however, 
close-up the male provided opportunity note the 
familiar aluminum marker his leg, and felt reasonably 
certain that this was one our last year’s family, either the 
adult male one the young. was not, however, till 
this year’s young had left the nest and the trapping device 
was again resorted that were able determine defi- 
nitely that this was No. the male ago. 

The new mate was apparently vast improvement over 
last year’s choice, least from our point view, revealing 
contrast placid and tractable disposition. She showed 
hesitation entering the trap and was banded with 


No. 42827A July 5th, which date the young were also 
banded (Nos. 

are eagerly awaiting the 1927 arrivals and indulging 
speculation the likelihood our No. 8396A’s returning 
either with this year’s mate new also our 
intention next summer make survey many nesting 
pairs this community possible, with view determin- 
ing any more our banded Warblers have returned this 
particular observations connection with 
this interesting experiment will recorded 
from time time. 


Wolfville, Nova 


TREE SPARROW RETURNS AND MIGRATION* 
WENDELL SMITH 


Tuts paper further development two articles pub- 
lished the Bulletin the Northeastern Bird- Banding Associ- 
ation: one the author entitled Study Tree Sparrow 
Migration the Connecticut the other entitled 
“Tree Sparrow Returns: Comparison,” Mr. Richard 
Horsey, Rochester, New York. 

The stations have points resemblance and dissimilarity. 
The Connecticut Valley Wells River comparatively nar- 
row, the enclosing ranges hills being from one three 
miles apart. Altitudes fifteen hundred feet more are 
reached within ten miles the river. The Genesee River 
south Rochester flows through flood plains. Wells River 
about sixty miles farther north than Rochester. Both are 
the Transition Zone, but Wells River. being located the 
end narrow tongue this zone which extends for some 
avifauna. has slight admixture Carolinian 
forms. 

both stations the first Tree Sparrows appear arrive 
between October 22d and October 28th. These apparently 
are birds passage, they disappear usually within week. 
Several weeks elapse before the appearance the wintering 


*Read at the Forty-fourth Annual Meeting of the American Ornithologists’ Union held 
at Ottawa, Canada, October, 1926. 
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flocks this species. The latter arrive between 
December and December 29th. both stations 
interval noted between the last repeat the winter resi- 
dents and the disappearance the Both departures 
usually April, and the interval varies from one 
twenty-one length. 

The evidence not conclusive for the spring migration, 
owing such factors new sources food the 
melting snow which might prove more attractive some 
individuals than that supplied the station, and the 
distinguishing winter residents from 
making due allowance for these there seems 
considerable that the winter residents move north- 
ward advance many migrants. 

The stations are singularly alike the number returns. 
turned twice, and one returned three times. Rochester, 
thirteen individuals returned three returned and 
one three times. This makes total eighteen returning 
individuals for Wells River and seventeen for Rochester. 

Neither station has had returns from migrants this 
species. Mr. Horsey inclined believe that this indicates 
fixed route between wintering and nesting Much 
work remains done before exact knowledge migra- 
tion routes can ascertained. Observation has 
that birds follow certain broadly defined routes such river 
valleys, sea-coasts, chains islands, large 
bodies water. 

Bird-banding Europe and Ameriea has furnished data 
for certain species confirming the evidence observation. 
example, the migration route the White Stork has been 
traced from its nesting-grounds northern Europe down the 
valleys the Elbe and Oder, through passes the Car- 
pathians, across the Balkans, and around the eastern shore 
the Mediterranean the Nile Delta and 
southward its wintering grounds Central and South 
routes several other species have been ascer- 
tained this method, and even the ease family with 
the wandering habits the Gulls fairly definite line 
Hight was found for some species. 

America banding has vielded definite results, 
but, the the Caspian Tern, returns indicate the 
Atlantie Coast and the Mississippi Valley routes migra- 
tion. 

Not enough data have accumulated for positive statements 
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regarding movements passerine disappearance 
certain individuals from station just before the nesting 
period may indicate their migration, may due 
restriction range that seems take place while nesting 
activities are 

station the apparent migratory status indicated 
the case some species these apparent migrants have 
more returns than have summer winter for 
more bird-banders, that reasonable explanations might give 
place observed own station have had re- 
turns from several species which were apparently 
passage. 

twenty-nine wintering Purple Finches banded 
none has returned; but nineteen apparent migrants banded 
the same year one returned April 20, 1925, repeated the fol- 
lowing day, and 

twenty-five adult Chipping Sparrows banded during four 
three have returned and these were seemingly migrants. 
sixty-seven adult Song Sparrows banded during the same 
period, four have returned, two these apparently migrants. 

evidence for the migratory status these individuals 
that they were banded during the migration season and did 
not repeat or, most, for only day returned 
during spring fall migration, repeating only times 
approximately the date their first appearance. 

have had returns from Slate-colored Juncos, fact 
which comparable the failure migrant Tree Sparrows 
Wells River during migration, but not always common 
near station. 1924 large flocks passed the station and 
banded number; 1925 migrating flocks largely avoided 
the station, passing from quarter half mile west, and 
1926 similar condition prevailed. 

seems apparent that flyway cannot compared 
pathway, and that birds traveling regular route 
necessarily follow narrow path. 

The writer realizes that theories must have facts prove 
securing evidence, but must carried out large seale 
most have often wished for line 
stations the northward where the course our Tree Spar- 
rows might traced after leave their winter home 
Wells River. 


: 
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BIRD-BANDING NOTES FROM NEW MEXICO 
JENSEN 


may interest bird-banders the East hear 
from lone bander located the southern Mountains. 

station situated two miles south Santa Fé, New 
Mexico, the main continental highway, altitude 
6953 feet. The only available place for traps 
garden, which rather less than acre extent. con- 
tains dozen fruit trees, few shrubs, and the fall and 
winter there are sufficient weeds. serve some protection 
for the birds. use three government sparrow traps, one 
clover-leaf trap, and, whenever have time, pull-string trap. 
Although traps are bothered somewhat cats, this 
small moment compared the depredations five hundred 
and fifty Indian youngsters this school. 

The fact that station isolated tends eliminate one 
the most interesting features bird-banding, wit: 
not take birds banded other banders, and other station 
very fascinating game. 

believe that take more different species Juncos than 
dominate, and they are far the most interesting. take 
few Gray-headed and Red-backed Juncos, and November 
24, 1922, banded lone White-winged Some banded 
Juneos with pure black head are probably but 
these have classed Shufeldt’s. 

The following statistics may 

Since November 17, 1922, have banded 971 Juncos 
five species. these, 498 were Shufeldt’s (Junco con- 
nectens), possibly with sprinkling Oregons; Pink- 
Red-backed dorsalis); and one White- 
winged (Junco the 498 Shufeldt’s 271 did 


not remaining 227 repeated 691 times with 
twenty-nine returns. the 443 Pink-sided Juncos 288 did 
not repeat. The remaining 155 repeated 371 times with 


seven returns. the fifteen Gray-headed Juncos eleven did 
not repeat. The remaining four repeated ten the 
twelve did not repeat. The 
remaining two repeated three times. 

have had some rather good returns: 


‘ 


No. 34830, Shufeldt’s banded 20, 1922, re- 
peated Mareh and 15, 1923, then returned October 31, 
1926, after absence three vears, months, and 
sixteen days. 

No. 33703, Shufeldt’s banded January 23, 1923, re- 
peated February 24, and 16, 1923, 
turned February 17, 1926. 

No. 28721, banded December 
February and and Mareh 15, 1923, and 
returned and again December 1924. 
ruary 17, 1926. 

No. 9050, Pink-sided banded re- 
turned December 15, 1926, with repeats. 

No. Juneo, banded January 27, 1925, 
returned January 20, 1926, with repeats. 

No. A16932, Shufeldt’s banded February 
returned December 13, 1926, with repeats. 

No. A22041, Pink-sided Juneo, banded Mareh 10, 1925, re- 
turned December 27, 1926, repeating December 

No. 151657, Shufeldt’s banded December 28, 
repeating December 29, 30, 31, January 


clusive, some days often six times. 

peated 9.00 M., and again five minutes 
later. 


Santa Fé, New Mexico, January 1927. 


WHITE-THROATED SPARROW RETURNS 


frequent failure secure returns the White-throated 
Sparrow (Zonotrichia albicollis) the northern part its 
wintering range makes seem desirable publish the few 
returns have secured during the last four cannot 
help thinking that the principal reason this species fails 
pass the winter season New England the 
vear after year, contrast the experiences Mr. Baldwin 
with this species Georgia, southern New England 
near the northern limit the White-throated Sparrow’s 
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wintering range, and the number wintering here quite 
fortuitous, depending the vicissitudes weather during 
the fall migration. Warm, fair weather during migration, 
beheved, promotes more southern distribution the 
species, early snows and storms general promote 
more northerly distribution. 

Prior the spring 1926, banded 119 
Sparrows. these, were banded during the fall, 
winter, and spring therefore anticipated the 
banding many more this present season, but thus far have 
been doomed disappointment, having banded only thirteen 
this fall and winter far. 

schedule returning White-throats follows: 


Banded Returned 

1923, Dec. 1925, Feb. 27! 

245154 1925, Jan. 1926, Feb. 10* 

148541 1925, Jan. 1926, Feb. 

176806 1925, Nov. 1926. 

1924, Dec. Dec. after two vears 
132049 1924, Dec. 1926. Dec. 19, after vears 


have had four returns this winter; three last winter; and 
one last spring; and one taken the winter (Feb. 27). 

looks numbers 132049 and 132053 might have been 
keeping together, also numbers 245154 and These 
latter two repeated together Feb. 21, 1926. 

Miss Cora who has been banding for two vears 
and whose banding station four city blocks from mine, has 
banded fifty-four White-throated Sparrows prior the spring 
1926, but has had returns from them date. the 
White-throated Sparrow returns have had, 
taken four her vard and have had the other four here. 


New Haven, Conn., January 1927 


' This return was reported by me in the January 1926 Bulletin of the N. Fb. B. B. A. 
pp. 15 and 16 


* This return was taken a few minutes after return No. 148541, 
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REPORT THE RECORDING SECRETARY 


MRs. HARRINGTON 


record birds banded during the 1926 stands 
follows: 


Nun 
Nun 


birds 
species banded 


Number returns 


Number species returning 


The 


banded 


Con 


seven species composing the majority 


are: 


Tern hirundo) 


Song Sparrow melodia) 


Tree 


Tern 


Chir 


Swift (Chatura pelagica) 


During the six new species were banded. 
organization 1922, sixty-four species have been recorded 
returns, while the number birds banded reaches total 


114 
533! 


the birds 


Since our 


5037 
934 
443 
429 
419 


53,360, the total returns being 
The eight members banding the largest number birds 

were: 
Mr. Charles Floyd...................... 
Mr. Laurence 
Dr. Edward Gould 
Mr. William Wharton................... 
Mr. Charles 


397 


The five members securing the largest number returns 
were: Mrs. Mr. Charles Whittle, 61; 
ward Gould Rowland, 39; Mr. Weeks, 32: and 


Dr. 
Mr. 


urence Fletcher, 30. 


! Included in this total are 44 Chickadees whose status as returns is often in doubt 
are permanent residents and others are migrants. 
2? Mr. and Mrs. Whittle’s returns comprise only those birds which made their seasonal 
between takings and came back to their place of banding. 


since Some 


migrations 


Editor. 


1062 
1019 
757 
657 


Bulletin the 


BANDING GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULLS 
GEORGE, NOVA SCOTIA 


BY R. W. TUFTS 


Lake George, Yarmouth County, Nova Scotia, there 
colony Great Gulls (Larus whose 
numbers are estimated thousands. 

July 21, 1925, visited Lake George, selecting the 
largest the nesting islands for operations. 
season the this island was literally alive with young 
gulls various stages development, many them being 
too large and active permit easy succeeded 
capturing and banding forty-six the few hours 
disposal. The bands used were numbered and 

November 19, 1925, 333028 was taken Wellfleet, 
the same 333023 was found dead the shore St. 
Bay, Digby County, Nova Scotia, approximately twenty-five 
miles from the place banding. 

July and 29, 1926, the colony was again visited 
Assistant Migratory Bird Officer Colbran and the writer, 
which oceasion 187 gulls were banded, the following series 
being used: 

Nos. 
418425 

During this visit, well previous ones, considerable 
numbers immature gulls were found dead the island. 
Wounded and birds were also noted, all whieh showed 
injuries the top the skull, presumably the work ill- 
natured adults. Many the dead showed similar wounds 
the head. 

During October, 1926, number duck-hunters visited 
this island and noticed among the dead birds number wear- 
ing aluminum bands. Assuming that the return these 
bands might entail remuneration, the case recovering 
banded fish, they searched carefully over the entire island and 
found eighteen all, which were due course returned me, 
all from this birds. 


Another intention visit all the nesting 
islands this group and carry banding operations 
much larger Mr. Cleaves, formerly New 
York, visited Lake George some ago and secured some 
remarkable photographs gull colony Great 
Black-backed Gulls said one the largest North 
America. 


THE INFLUENCE GROUPS CLANS 
AFFECTING THE PRESENCE BIRDS 
BANDING STATIONS 


CHARLES WHITTLE 


early banding work seemed that the move- 
ments birds station during the winter season were 
unaccountably erratic that little could learned their 
study. Some birds like Juncos coming regularly 
and feeding long, while others dropped for minute only, 
feeding nervously and soon flying away. Certain ones were 
seen daily; others were irregular attendants. Among these 
seemingly chaotic comings and goings, especially the winter 
season, can detect hidden causes which account for such 
contrasted behavior. 

The presence Goldfinches, Pine Siskins, and Purple 
Finches particular subject great variations, the make-up 
the flocks visiting the station varying every day, new birds 
appearing and old ones disappearing for short time only 
for the season many instances. These three species 
characteristically roamers, shown the fact that banded 
birds all three are frequently taken several different 
stations the other hand, Juncos and Tree 
Sparrows have rarely been known this town move about 
from one station another. 

Juncos and Tree Sparrows, contrast Purple Finches 
and Goldfinches, characteristically occur small groups 
throughout the winter season, and such groups may 
remain during the daytime within narrow limits for months, 
their fixity being governed the food-supply, other things 
being equal. thus have here Massachusetts, winter 
least, two well-marked types birds having strongly 
contrasted habits—roaming species and sedentary species. 


= 
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After five active banding, can offer little 
explain many the puzzling movements Goldfinches and 
Purple Finches banding stations during the winter season, 
and even their movements during nesting time, when regu- 
larity should the order the day, have thus far defied 
analysis. 

the case Juncos and Tree Sparrows, however, think 
behavior now possible than was the five ago, 
and the following notes are 
goings these two species and from their winter quarters 
and the behavior the birds during the winter season. 

will illustrate what mean citing observations 
the habits group Chipping Sparrows their nesting- 
grounds after they had flocked together late August, apply- 
ing the control shown exist help explain the behavior 
certain Tree Sparrows. 

About Mrs. Whittle’s banding station Peterboro, New 
Hampshire, from six ten pairs Chipping Sparrows nest 
each these, only about two pairs nest sufficiently 
within two four hundred visit the traps 
over and the young are shifting for themselves, two sorts 
Chipping Sparrow units visit the trap, the mated parents 
and the broods after this period, 
molting begins, these two units suddenly disappear and new 
unit takes their group clan unit made the 
banded adults and banded young plus several more families 
locally-nesting birds from the immediate neighborhood, 
perhaps twenty-five thirty This group 
the late summer 1924 took its quarters and 
large some four hundred feet from her banding sta- 
tion, where ample food this time, with equal 
suddenness, the visits banded Chippies the traps dropped 
almost the vanishing point. bird-glasses, however, 
was noted that the barnyard group contained several and 
probably all her banded Chipping Sparrows, mostly birds 
banded during 1924. 

new now controlled the behavior 
which served keep them together, and strong was this 
clan attraction, that each day only would one 
two Mrs. Whittle’s banded birds leave the group visit 
the traps, where, with haste and apparent nervousness, they 
would feed for perhaps minute, after which would fly 


4 
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straight back join the group, September, 
after the molt, the group would range about and away for 
days, but would suddenly reappear for few 
minutes. another connection this group Chippies has 
previously been described me.' this writing attention 
called particular the prepotency the bond which 
bound the members the clan together, group which 
believed persisted and became migratory unit left for 
its winter quarters and during the journey south. should 
pointed out, also, that the coming the few banded birds 
the traps did not serve the least cause the group 
whole so, and likely that had the group been quar- 
tered two three times far away, none its banded 
birds would have come the traps. 

During the winter 1924-25 there were two more 
groups Tree Sparrows within five hundred two thousand 
feet banding station Cohasset, Massachusetts, but 
none the birds visited the station even 
swampy area, which places was free from snow during the 
winter, supplied sufficient food support the birds within 
small acreage. 

From February April, 1926, group thirteen birds 
this species regularly and frequently visited station many 
times during February and when the was 
covered with snow, the birds first appearing immediately 
the first real snow-fall the season February 
banded all but one these with 
April, when the snow had nearly quite gone, the attendance 
desultory, only two four birds coming time 
the time their migration northward. 

November 13, 1926, after the first snow the present 
winter season, small group Tree Sparrows, some eight 
ten number, appeared say fifteen hundred 
station, and December 7th single banded Tree Sparrow, 
return, No. A26625, came feeding-shelf, fol- 
lowed day two two more sight the 
last month these three birds, part banded group 
February, 1926, have come singly, 
gether, the shelf, where they feed hastily and nervously, 
flying away towards the where saw 
this species November have not secured all the 


"On the Nature of the Rlationship Existing among Land Birds in Sustained Aerial 
Migration.” The Auk, Vol. XLIII, 1926, p. 493. 
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data that should like regarding the unbanded Tree Sparrows 
now near station which not visit it, but from the fact 
that wintering this species often form remarkably 
fixed and constant number, and move about 
area, the behavior the three returns may accounted for, 
perhaps, the that, the number Tree Sparrows 
composing such local group near station, there are three 
the birds which fed trap last season, namely the 
three returns. The behavior these birds may 
accounted for largely the mass group behavior 
the which they may minority members, the ma- 
jority the group having knowledge feeding sta- 
tion and accordingly not visiting the other hand, 
three returning birds which visit the station erratically, but 
usually every day, commonly one time, are insufficient 
number draw the other members the group away from 
their local wintering area. Were over seventy-five per cent 
the neighboring group made last winter’s birds, 
quite probable that the entire would now visiting 
other words, group behavior deter- 
mines the and the range the individuals 
the may come and go, but the majority ignore their 
movements and remain fixed inside their chosen limits. 

advancing these considerations, applying ana- 
logically the very definite and well-ascertained behavior 
the Peterboro Chipping Sparrow group described. are 
dealing with two species belonging the same genus 
this small genus closely similar species rather 
expected that the habit forming groups 
both should also carry with similarity behavior. 

The considerations outlined above should make 
placed bird movements about our stations, even 
interpreting failures the birds appear reappear 
our feeding-places. illustrate, probable that banded 
Tree Sparrows previous may winter part group 
this species quite near one’s station and not visit it; 
that banded Tree Sparrows taken one year migrants 
may succeeding vear, part group, quite pass 
the station effect clan these instances, 
particularly repeated after the bander’s bird 
journal will apt contain notes the effect that Tree 
Sparrows appear not come back the old wintering area 
follow the same migration route season after season. 
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Banding Association, Vol. pp. 78-81) attention was called 
the existence limited nesting-areas, outside which 
many nesting species are unlikely during the nesting- 
season, affecting bird attendance near-by banding sta- 
tions and the necessity considering these areas interpret- 
ing the banding records and observations made such stations. 
Above, the existence restricted wintering areas the case 
some species also pointed out, with very limited dis- 
cussion the reasons why such areas should taken into 
account when interpreting the phenomena banding stations. 


COLORED BANDS 


ATTENTION called the opportunity now available 
secure suitable colored enamels with which color bird bands 
and also have bands colored Higgins’s 
advertisement this issue gives prices for coloring bands and 
for enamels. 

recommending him that should make possible 
for banders easily have this service, feel that the use 
colored bands should not become general endanger 
their value aid work, which might result 
they were used stations close together 
wearing them would visit more than one banding station, 
thus destroying impairing their use sight 
returns and sight repeats. certain cases, however, sta- 
tions close together may use them effectively the operators 
use colors common. 

also felt that considerable extent their employ- 
ment should largely confined the most active banders 
and those wishing investigate specific ornithological prob- 
lems. isrecommended, therefore, that their use restricted 
rule operators planning use them helping solve 
some definite problem, since use them otherwise likely 
results importance only accident. 


MYSTERY SOLVED' 
The Canadian National Parks Branch, which keeps 


the Canadian Department the Interior (Canadian National 
Parks). Originally appeared in The Canadian Field- Naturalist for May, 1925. 
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Canada, has had brought its attention item 
Free Press, St. Newfoundland. This item gave 
August 12, 1924, Mr. Curtis, Horse Island, the 
District St. Barbe, Newfoundland. the bird was found 
thin silver band said inseribed with the words: 
Witheberry 

Holborn, London England, has now been learned 
that this ring, No. 67,423, was put young (Rissa 
June 28, 1923, the Farne Islands, Northum- 
berland, England, one Mr. correspondents. 
Mr. Witherby stated that the foot the bird was examined 
Biological Survey, and was pronounced him that 
Kittiwake, which agrees with Mr. Witherby’s records. 
record extremely interesting, more especially the bird 
the first under Mr. Witherby’s ringing scheme—which has 
been operation for sixteen from this side 
“Inform High Holborn, Lloyd. 


GENERAL NOTES 


Chewink Notes from Martha’s Vineyard. was with particular 
interest that read Mr. notes Chewink returns 
October have maintained banding station for the past three 
summers Island abeut eight miles from Mr. Kenis- 
are remarkably common over large part the 
island, and are easily four banding Glenolden, 
have trapped only five Chewinks, though they are fairly common 
during migrations. the however, have caught seventeen 
individuals during three summers. Had been able there May 
and June, the number might have been larger, Mr. reports 
large number caught May. 

None Chewinks have returned, but during the past summer (1926) 
took male Chewink that banded was fledgling 1925 about 
eighth mile from station Miss Grace Meleney. 
Was nesting within trapping radius few hundred feet, and would 
not, all probability, have been taken Miss Meleney her station. 
This bears out Mr. Whittle’s observations the returns young birds. 

second point interest the apparent preponderance males 
among the Chewinks. Mr. Keniston says thirteen out twenty were 
males records show eight out nine were males 1926. 
Three the males were adults, and the other five and the one female 
were juvenile. this merely coincidence, other records show males 
the majority among Glenolden, Pa. 


Permanent Resident Song Among the birds frequenting 
feeding station during the Spring the year 1925, there was pair 
Song Sparrows. Both them and two their young ones were soon 
caught and banded and station record the two parent birds 
ing insofar establishes the male bird permanent resident. 

These Song Sparrows mated for two consecutive and 1925, 
well 1926, they raised 1926 the was 
incidentally instrumental establishing their second mating, for was 
caught first when was being fed under the trap the female and six 
days later when the male was found feeding it. 

convinced that the male Song Sparrow remained with already 
through the winter 1925-1926, but 1925 was not successful trap- 
ping after November 1926 repeated December both 
years the male bird did not repeat for considerable period after the 
moulting season and believe that during that time must not have been 
the immediate vicinity the station. 

The complete record the two birds follows: 

No. 159929—Male—Banded June 10, 1925; mated with 159926 and 
parent bird No. 159927 and Nov. 15, 1925; re- 
turned May 1926. Repeated June June June (feeding 
251681), August August and December 17, 1926. 

No. 159929 and parent bird No. 159927 
and 159928. Banded May 24, 1925. May and June 28, 
1925. Returned May 1926 and repeated May 22, May 23, May 30, 
June June (feeding Cowbird No. 251681), August and August 


Malformation Downy Woodpecker’s female Downy 
Massachusetts, was notes very sooty meaning 
that the visible white feathers the under parts were much soiled, pre- 
sumably contact with hark decaying wood. Woodpeckers living 
station come contact with smoke-begrimed trees owing their 
nearness the railroad, possible that certain birds become unusually 
soiled from this cause, although some them appear immaculate the 
vear 

The upper mandible was distinetly abnormal shape that for its 
entire length was nearly flat, straight, width, and growing 
little out parallel with the lower mandible, making angle therewith 
approximately seven degrees, that the tips were somewhat separated. 

During the summer months the bird was not observed 
station, but November 13th she again reported for suet, still the same 
sooty plumage and with her upper mandible nearly twice long the 
lower one and curved downward near the tip well below the lower mandible. 
She restricted her feeding when seen large lump suet placed 
tray, having, however, much difficulty the material. 
From this date December 6th she was the station several times 
daily, and was apparent that the upper mandible continued increase 
length, and the increasing difficulty feeding herself was mani- 
this date was decided trap her and remove the superfluous 
portion, and this was done, the amputation being effected with diagonal 
pliers. The portion removed was sharply decurved and somewhat twisted, 
with single shallow longitudinal channel below, measuring .65 inch, 
almost exactly equalling the length the normal culmen this species. 
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the time banding, her weight was 27.75 grams, and when 
captured she weighed 28.50 grams, showing that she was well nourished. 
doubtful, however, she could have fed herself properly the normal 
food the species gleaned the customary way. 

The next day after the operation, she had regained her old-time feeding- 
habits and the same time renewed self-assertion not observed during 
the previous month. 

December 24, 1926, was apparent that the culmen was already 
considerably longer than the lower mandible. seen with bird glasses 
Cohasset, Massachusetts. 


Nestling Sparrow Hawks sparverius). One evening last Mav 
friend Mr. George Deane, Cambridge, told that pair 
Sparrow Hawks had nested under the eaves his house and were then 
feeding their had always coveted pet Sparrow Hawk and 
asked would possible reach the nest. 

few later told that the young birds were visible times 
and seemed pretty well long extension ladder being available, 
decided try get one the voung birds. 

The nest was built just below the wide overhanging eaves, where 
rain-conductor passed down between two supporting nest 
itself was flat platform rubbish the bend the pipe and the 
might easily have fallen the ground. Four partly fledged nestlings, 
with stubby and and still showing considerable white down, 
were the There were three females and one male, showing the 
characteristic sex differences banded all four birds 
two the females back, keeping pair. two birds are shown 
the cover this Bulletin photographed two days before flying, the 
female the left and the male the right. The markings their 
under parts indicate the sexes, the streaked bird being the female and the 
dotted one the male. 

was interesting note the difference disposition between the two 
their feathers rapidly developed. The female was much wilder 
from the start, and squealed loudly when approached. The male was 
very docile and would have made delightful pet, sure, but un- 
fortunately escaped about fortnight after had developed his flying 
powers. kept the female few weeks longer and then released her. 

The birds were marked with bands credited Mr. George Deane 
and two them left the nest Cambridge, Mass., June; the other 
two were released from summer camp Lake Asquam New 
May, M.D., Cohasset, Massachusetts, January 1927. 


Interesting far know, Tree Sparrow banded 
Mr. Horsey, Rochester, New York, January, 1923, and one 
banded Mrs. Mary Hubbard, New Haven, Connecticut, and 
recovered Mrs. Cora Teot, also New Haven, are the two oldest 
birds this species the country, the birds being least four and half 
years bird has been his station four 
consecutive winter seasons and accordingly present 1926-27 
recovery was banded Mrs. Hubbard February 24, 
1923, and was recaptured for the first time January 1927 
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Dr. JohnB. May reports having found Dovekie (Alle alle) the road 
the town Scituate, Massachusetts. January 1927. The bird had 
apparently been blown inland high northeast winds. the following 
day was photographed rocky, sea-shore pool and banded, after 
which was liberated, probably the first bird this species banded. 

Dr. May has recently taken moving picture Purple Sandpipers 
the annual meeting the Northeastern Bird Banding 
February second next. 


White-throated Sparrow No. 37603.—A White-throated Sparrow, 
banded November 11, 1923, returned January, 1925, and again 
January, account the return records this 
species New England, glad report that January 1927, 
this same White-throat was again captured, making now 
least four and half old. 

single banded White-throat has been about our station for over 
month, but has been too caught. probable that 
the one taken to-day this bird, No. 37603. order make sure 
its identification another year, have placed second band, red enameled 
one, its left Cohasset, Mass., January 
1927. 


Cooper’s Hawk Recovery.—Dr. Edward Gould Rowland has re- 
ceived word from the Bureau Biological Survey that Hawk, 
No. 368247, banded him June 17, 1926, was killed Jasper, Alabama, 
the same being reported October 1926. 

The following letter Dr. Rowland Mr. Bill Brakefield, who killed 
the bird, printed written: 


ALA., Oct. 22, 1926. 

Dr. 

Belchertown, Mass. 
Dear Sor 

killed Hawk Oct was after guine: you say 
you call them Cooper Hawks call them down here Blue 
tails they are the wort hawk have little guineas 
and chickens 
There another one usury here but have not killed dont 
wheather has ban not just seen after guinea 

Yours truly 
Bill Brakefield 
Jasper Ala Box 30” 
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BIRD BOOK CO. 


Old, Rare and Important Books 
About Birds 


Complete set The Auk, Wilson Bulletin 


and Bird Lore. Also separate numbers. 


OUR BIRD HOUSES ARE 
MANY BIRD RESERVATIONS 
AND PARKS 


Mail orders only 


162 Boylston Street Boston 


Choice Bird Seed 


The mixture recommended 
the Northeastern Bird Band- 
ing Association containing Chick 
Feed, Sunflower, Millet, Hemp 
and Canary. 


Postage Extra 


FISKE SEED CO. 


THE SEED STORE 


and Faneuil Hall Square 
Boston (9), Mass. 


Out-of-Doors 
New England 


ILLUSTRATED LECTURES 
BIRDS, BEASTS, AND BLOSSOMS 


Dr. John May, Cohasset, Mass. 


A small girl said “There were three whole 
schools there and you could have heard a pin 
drop.” 

The secretary of a Bird Club wrote “The 
lecture proved to be interesting and instruc- 
tive to both adults and children.” 

The Park Museum of Providence has 
crowded its lecture hall on three different 
occasions. 


ILLUSTRATED CIRCULAR REQUEST 


No. trap for birds only. 
trap for Rodents and Birds. 


The Mammal trap metal lined and 
your station all rodents—from Mice 
used bird trap also. 


Higgins Cat Trap, three one auto- 
matic bird trap—also pull string bird trap, and fitted with 
automatic entrance for birds, all for $5.00, plus express charges. 


COLORED BIRD BANDS 


banders especially interested the scientific aspects 
banding, colored enamels will furnished with full directions 
how apply them. stock colors are red, orange, delft blue, 
baby blue, yellow, green, etc. will also color bands sent 
for this purpose using the above colors directed. 


Prices; oz. each color (several years’ supply). 
hinner—2 oz. bottle 30c. 
Bands ten 30c., additional bands 2c. each. 


BANDS RETURNED POST-PAID 
WRITE FOR CIRCULAR 


The Line Traps 
ok, 
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